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Sunday 8:30 AM Prayer Meeting 

 9:00 AM Life Groups 

 9:45 AM The Connection Zone 

 10:00 AM Worship Service 

Tuesday 3:30 PM Backpacks of Hope 

Wednesday 6:30 PM TeamKID 

 6:30 PM Youth Program 

 6:30 PM Wednesday Worship 

 8:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday 7:00 PM Jail Ministry 

May 2018 : Verse of the Month 

 

 
This is the confidenceThis is the confidence  we have in we have in   

approaching God: that if we ask approaching God: that if we ask   

anything according to his will, he anything according to his will, he 

hears us. hears us.   
  

1 John 5:141 John 5:14  
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Pastor David’s Corner 
A Call to Prayer 
 

These past few weeks, the Lord has been working on us, pointing us to a specific 

aspect of our journey, which is leading me, His shepherd, and your pastor, to make 

a proclamation. I believe that we, as a church family, are being called to a season of 

prayer. Along with everything we have witnessed and heard recently, we also hear 

from Scripture: 
 

“Hear my prayer, O LORD, listen to my cry for help.”-Psalm 39:12 
 

“Lord, teach us to pray.”-Luke 11:1 
 

“After Jesus said this, He looked toward heaven and prayed.”-John 17:1 
 

“They all joined together constantly in prayer.”-Acts 1:14 
 

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and              

requests.”-Ephesians 6:18 
 

“Pray continually.”-1 Thessalonians 5:17 
 

Throughout the Bible, believers are called to pray. But what is prayer? What does it 

mean to pray without ceasing? And does prayer really make a difference?  
 

Let's start with what prayer is not (in part): 
 

 • Prayer is not magic. We cannot summon God as though He were a genie, 

 waiting to grant our wishes without regard for our circumstances or the     

 consequences. 

 • Prayer does not make demands. While we can make requests of God in 

 prayer, we dare not make demands. God is the Creator of the universe and 

 does not take orders from us. 

 • Prayer is for our benefit, not God's. We need a relationship with God, He 

 desires one with us. We are made to function best in proper relationship with 

 our Creator. 

 • Prayer is not a guarantee against suffering. "In this world you will have 

 trouble" (John 16:33); "Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial 

 you are suffering ... But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of 

 Christ …” (1 Peter 4:12-13). 

 • Prayer is not an opportunity for us to show off. "And when you pray, do 

 not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in he synagogues 

 and on the street corners to be seen by men" (Matthew 6:5). 
 

So what is prayer? Prayer erupts in a relationship, wherein we humbly communi-

cate, worship, and sincerely seek God's face, knowing that He hears us, loves us and 

will respond, though not always in a manner we may expect or desire.  
 

To "pray continually" (1 Thessalonians 5:17) means, in one sense, that we must   

always strive to have a prayerful attitude; not haughty, but humble (Ephesians 4:2; 

James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6).  Our prayers are often and regularly, not from legalistic 

duty, but a humble heart, trusting God. The difference prayer makes is real, positive 

and powerful. See “12 Good Reasons to Pray” inside. 



 

May 

Prayer                

Schedule   

 

Mark McSheehan 

Ray Greene 

Sam Goodwin 

Mike Camp 

April 2018 

Offerings to Date 

$21,570.00 

 

Budget Needs  

for May:                             

$21,040.33  
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Prayer Requests 
 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and   

requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for    

all the Lord’s people. 

Ephesians 6:18 
 

Join us on Sundays at 8:30AM in the choir room for prayer time. 
 

Eddie & Candy Anderson 

Steve Brown 

Lewis & Ann Cook (Doris H.’s Friends) 

Barbara Gathings (Renee’s Sister) 

Doris Hannah’s Grandson & Girlfriend 

Jack Hinson 

April Attendance 

(Worship + Children & Youth) 
 

Sunday, April 1st (92 + 25 = 117) 

Wednesday, April 4th (19 + 12= 31) 

Sunday, April 8th (74 + 19 = 93) 

Wednesday, April 11th (15 + 8 = 23) 

Saturday, April 14th (39 + 11 = 50) 

Sunday, April 15th (75 + 18 = 93) 

Wednesday, April 18th (19 + 10 = 29) 

Sunday, April 22nd (74 + 19 = 93) 

Wednesday, April 25th (26 + 15 = 41) 

Saturday, April 28th (45 + 10 = 55) 

Sunday, April 29th (83 + 22 = 105) 

 

Lorraine McClellan & Family 

Lory Parker 

Lawanna Price 

Alice Purcella 

Ethel Thomas’ Son 

Howard Wilkins & Family 

 
Wednesday Night Break 

There will be no Wednesday activities during the month of June & on 

July 4th. (Wednesday activities include: Service, Youth, TeamKID, and 

Choir Practice.) Having these Wednes-

days off will allow teachers & leaders 

to have a break as we gear up for and 

focus on Vacation Bible School! 
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Backpacks of Hope 

Each week during the school year, students in our area receive a grocery bag with food for the 

weekend. While you are out grocery shopping, consider picking up some extra items for these    

students and placing them in the white carpeted Sunday school room on the 2nd or 3rd Sunday of 

each month. We are suggesting the following items for the next several weeks. Thank you in       

advance for your support! 

April: Main Meals 

Canned Tuna, Canned Chicken, Beans & Franks or                                    

Beanie Weenies, and Pork & Beans 

Encouragement Notes 

We have added an element to the backpacks of hope ministry: notes of encouragement. 
 

We would like to ask people to write cards/notes of encouragement (the notes may contain prayers 

or Scriptures) to the 37 kids that receive backpacks each week (10 students at Monroe Middle 

School and 27 students at Walter Bickett Education Center). 
 

The notes need to be in print – not in cursive. 

The notes can be placed on the table in the white carpeted Sunday School room 

(near choir room) each Sunday until the end of the school year (early June).  

Fuge Camp 2018 

Key Verse: But you will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses 

in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 
 

For students, a week at camp is exciting, fun, loud, and 

sometimes messy. But those things don’t bring about 

life-change on their own. 

Every moment spent at FUGE is intentional. Camp 

programming is designed to take students out of their 

normal routine and place them into an environment 

that is focused on life-change through Christ. 
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TEAM KID  

LEADERS 
 

May 2 

Pre-School 

Julie Cook &  

Susan Wood 

Grades K-5 

Nan Helms &  

Dianne Avery 
 

May 9 

Pre-School 

Julie Cook &  

Susan Wood 

Grades K-5 

Nan Helms &  

Dianne Avery 
 

May 16 

Pre-School 

Julie Cook &  

Susan Wood 

Grades K-5 

Nan Helms &  

Dianne Avery 
 

May 23 

Pre-School 

Julie Cook &  

Susan Wood 

Grades K-5 

Nan Helms &  

Dianne Avery 
 

May 30 

Pre-School 

Julie Cook &  

Susan Wood 

Grades K-5 

Nan Helms &  

Dianne Avery 

Oakland Times 

Annie  

Armstrong  

Easter  

Offering 
 

Our Goal: 

$3,700 

Received   

to Date: 

$4,700 

Check out our local missions board located in the hallway near the 

Church Offices for more volunteer opportunities! 

Spring Cleaning - Coming Soon! 

We are planning two Spring Cleaning/Church Beautification Days on 

May 26th & June 2nd. There will be tasks for every ability level (from 

handyman work to heavy or light cleaning to meal prepping). We will 

focus on all aspects of the church, including the inside and outside of 

the building. 
 

We would like to encourage each Sunday 

School class to tidy up their classrooms 

within the 2 weeks prior to the Spring 

Cleaning Day on May 26th. 
 

We will have a complete list of cleaning projects available in the 

Church Office for people to choose from based on their interests.      

Sunday School classes or Small Groups are encouraged to sign up for 

projects prior to May 26th and then work on those projects as the 

church comes together on May 26th & June 2nd. 

MAY 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 1 2 
 

 

 

 

6:30 PM 

TeamKID 

3 
 

National Day  

of Prayer 

4 5 

 

6 

 

1 PM Deacon’s 

Meeting 

7 

 

8 
 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 PM 

TeamKID 

10 

 

9 AM Y@H 

Trip to Billy 

Graham Library 

 

 

11 12 

 

 

 

6:30 PM  

Worship 

Nights 

13 

 

YWAM 

Gathering 

14 
 

YWAM 

Gathering 

 

 

 

15 
 

YWAM 

Gathering 

16 

 

YWAM 

Gathering 

 

6:30 PM 

TeamKID 

17 
 

YWAM 

Gathering 

18 
 

YWAM 

Gathering 

19 

20 
 

 

 

 

21 

 
Youth Car 

Wash 

22 23 

 

 

 

 

6:30 PM 

TeamKID 

24 25 26 

Spring  

Cleaning  

Day #1 

 

6:30 PM  

Worship 

Nights 

27 
 

Guest  

Speakers: 

Glenn &  

Rhonda Stewart 

28 
 

Office Closed 

29 30 
 

 

 

6:30 PM 

TeamKID 

31   
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CHILDREN’S 

LEADERS 
 

May 6 

Nursery 

Karyn Shauan &  

Avery Shauan 

Pre-School 

Nan Helms &  

Brandy Eudy 

Children’s Church 

Dianne Avery &  

Susan Wood 
 

May 13 

 Nursery 

Renee Helms &  

Cindy French 

Pre-School 

Carolyn Street &  

Lorraine McClellan 

Children’s Church 

Tina McSheehan &  

Susan Wood 
 

May 20 

Nursery 

Renay Moore &  

Nancy Greene 

Pre-School 

Frank Lunsford &  

Brooke Pridgen 

Children’s Church 

Stephanie Okada &  

Susan Wood 
 

May 27 

Nursery 

Brandy Eudy &  

Pam Majewski 

Pre-School 

Josh & Mandy Cox 

Children’s Church 

Judy Hill & Kim Cox &  

Susan Wood 

Oakland Times 

Upcoming Sermon Series based on Bible Studies For Life: 
 

STAND UP: HOW TO FIGHT INJUSTICE 

May 6: Stand Down 

May 13: Stand with Humility 

May 20: Stand Up and Speak 

May 27: Keep Standing 

 

Worship Nights 

May 12th & 26th @ 6:30 PM 

Everyone is invited to worship! 
 

Check out Worship Nights 

on Facebook: 

@worshipnightmonroe 

Wednesday Night Study on Prayer 
 

Join us on Wednesday nights during the month of May as we go 

through Jim Cymbala’s study book called When God’s People Pray. 

continued from page 5 
 

present our requests to God. All of these aspects of prayer involve communication with our        

Creator. He is personal, cares for us, and wants to commune with us through prayer. 
 

 • " … if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 

    my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive    

    their sin and will heal their land." -2 Chronicles 7:14 

 • Isaiah wrote, "He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even 

    youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the 

    LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 

    grow weary, they will walk and not be faint" (Isaiah 40:29-31). 

 • Hebrews 4:15-16 reads, "For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize    

    with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are - 

    yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we 

    may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need." 
 

Prayer is not just about asking for God's blessings – though we are welcome to do so – but it is 

about communication with the living God. Without communication, relationships fall apart.        

So, too, our relationship with God suffers when we do not communicate with Him. 
 

4. Prayer Allows us to Participate in God's Works 
 

Does God need our help? No. He is all powerful and in control of everything in His creation.    

Why do we need to pray? Because prayer is the means God has ordained for some things to      

happen. Prayer, for instance, helps others know the love of Jesus. Prayer can clear human obstacles 

out of the way in order for God to work. It is not that God can't work without our prayers, but that 

He has established prayer as part of His plan for accomplishing His will in this world. 
 

5. Prayer Gives us Power Over Evil 
 

Can physical strength help us overcome obstacles and challenges in the spiritual realm? No,      

"For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms" (Ephesians 6:12). But in prayer even the physically weak can become strong in the       

spiritual realm. As such, we can call upon God to grant us power over evil. 

 • "For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding  

    promise for both the present life and the life to come." -1 Timothy 4:8 

 • "Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body 

    is weak." – Matthew 26:41 
 

6. Prayer is Always Available 
 

This point is covered separately in another article. But, in short, another reason to pray is because 

prayer is always available to us. Nothing can keep us from approaching God in prayer except our 

own choices (Psalm 139:7; Romans 8:38-39). 

continues on page 7 
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12 Good Reasons to Pray 

by Robert Velarde 
 

1. God's Word Calls Us to Pray 
 

One key reason to pray is because God has commanded us to pray. If we are to be obedient to His 

will, then prayer must be part of our life in Him. Where does the Bible call us to prayer? Several 

passages are relevant: 
 

 •   "Pray for those who persecute you" –Matthew 5:44 (NIV) 

 •   "And when you pray …" –Matthew 6:5 

 •   "This, then, is how you should pray …" –Matthew 6:9 

 •   "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." –Romans 12:12 

 • "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests."                  

      –Ephesians 6:18 

 •   "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanks

      giving, present your requests to God." –Philippians 4:6 

 •   "Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful." –Colossians 4:2 

 •   "Pray continually" -1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 •   "I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 

      everyone …" -1 Timothy 2:1 
 

Prayer is an act of obedience. God calls us to pray and we must respond. 
 

2. Jesus Prayed Regularly 
 

Why did Jesus pray? One reason he prayed was as an example so that we could learn from him. 

The Gospels are full of references to the prayers of Christ, including these examples: 

 

 •   "After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray."                      

     –Matthew 14:23 

 •   "Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them,     

      'Sit here while I go over there and pray.'" –Matthew 26:36 

 •   "Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went 

      off to a solitary place, where he prayed." –Mark 1:35 

 •   "But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed." –Luke 5:16 

 •   "One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying 

      to God." –Luke 6:12 

 •   "Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and 

      not give up." –Luke 18:1 
 

3. Prayer is How We Communicate with God 
 

Prayer allows us to worship and praise the Lord. It also allows us to offer confession of our sins, 

which should lead to our genuine repentance. Moreover, prayer grants us the opportunity to 
 

continues on page 6 
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continued from page 6 
 

7. Prayer Keeps us Humble Before God 
 

Humility is a virtue God desires in us (Proverbs 11:2; 22:4; Micah 6:8; Ephesians 4:2; James 4:10). 

Prayer reminds us that we are not in control, but God is, thus keeping us from pride. 
 

 •   "Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of  

      heaven." –Matthew 18:4 
 

8. Prayer Grants us the Privilege of Experiencing God 
 

Through prayer we obtain an experiential basis for our faith. We do not ignore the intellect or     

reasons for faith, but prayer makes our experience of God real on an emotional level. 
 

9. Answered Prayer is a Potential Witness 
 

If our prayer is answered, it can serve as a potential witness for those who doubt. 
 

10. Prayer Strengthens the Bonds Between Believers 
 

Prayer not only strengthens our relationship with God, but when we pray with other believers, 

prayer also strengthens the bonds between fellow Christians. 
 

11. Prayer Can Succeed Where Other Means Have Failed 
 

Have all your options been exhausted? Prayer can succeed where other means have failed. Prayer 

should not be a last resort, but our first response. But there are times when sincere prayer must be 

offered in order to accomplish something. 
 

12. Prayer Fulfills Emotional Needs 
 

Do we need God through prayer? Yes! We were made to function best, emotionally, in a prayerful 

relationship with God. As C.S. Lewis put it, "God designed the human machine to run on Himself. 

He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food our spirits were designed to 

feed on. There is no other." 

 

Prayer, then, has its reasons, and they are many.  

Vacation Bible School 

Gear Up! Get Ready! Game On! 

Theme Verse: 2 Peter 1:3 
 

Registration begins at 5:30 PM each night.  

Event runs from 6 - 9 PM. 
 

Each night includes: worship rally, Bible study, snacks,       

missions, crafts, recreation, and music. 


